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October 29, 2004 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington. DC 20554 
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FCC - MAlLR - 
Ex Parte Notice. WC Docket No. 03-21 1. In the Matter of 7 
Holdings Corp. Petition for Declaratory Ruling Concernin€ 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

WC Docket No. 04-36. In the Matter of IP-Enabled Service 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Communications Workcrs of Amcrica sent the attached let6 
aforementioned proceeding to Chairman Michael Powell, Commi 
Jonathan Adelstein, Commissioner Michael Copps, Commission 
Martin, and Cornmissioner Kathleen Abernathy. 

Sincerely, 

De'bbie Goldman 
Telecommunications Policy Director 

cc: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
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Moreover, the concern that states will rush to enact unnecessary 
on the nascent service is overblown. The Lwo shks ilia1 attempted t( 
scMcc, Minncsota and New York, limited their rulemaldng to non-ecc 
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Via Fax 

October 29,2004 

The Honorable Michael Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12* Street, SW . 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 
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FCC-MAIL OOM -4- 
Re: WC Docket No. 03-2 11. In the Matter of Vonage Holdings Corp. I 

Declaratory Ruling concerning an Order of the Minnesota Public 
~ - 

Commission 

WC Docket No. 04-36. In the Matter of IP-Enabled Services 

There have been reports in the press that the Commission may soon 
related to the proper jurisdiction of Voice over Internet Frotocol telep 
(VoIP), leaving for a later time other decisions regarding the proper r 
treatment of VoIP and other IP-enabled ~ervice~. 

The Communications Workers of America (CWA) urges the Commi 
jurisdictional issues expeditiously in the context of a camprehensi 
Separating out jurisdictional issues related to VOW may have seri 
a number of policy issues, particularly universal service and hte 
compensation. In order to ensure that consumers in rural and o 
areas have affordable accmR to advanced services. the Commiss 
into consideration the universal service responsibilities of VOW 
ensure such services fulfill their access charge responsibilities. 

Premature decisions on jurisdictional issues would seriously 
service. At least 24 states disburse $1.9 billion from their o 
programs. The majority of those programs are based on in 
ruling that VoIP is interstate could increase pressures on 
program or potentially lead to rate increases for rural and 
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The Honorable Michael Powell 
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New York simply required certification, providing Vonage sufficient tir 

If the Commission does proceed with a bifurcated rulemaking on VoII 
encourages the Commission to preserve for the states an appropriate 
public safety, network reliability, certification of service, consumer pr 
disability access, and universal service. 

CWA believes that VoIP telephony offers tremendous opportunity to i r  
Americans communicate, but only if we adopt policies to ensure that 
these services meet their obligations for network reliability, public sal 
service, disability access, and consumer protections that have been 
the U.S. communications system. 
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President 

cc: Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abeniathy 
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COMMUNICATIONS WOIWRS OF *MER[ 
501 31d Street, NW 

Washington, DC 2000 1 

Fax: (202) 434- 120 I 
debbie@cwa-union.org Qko 

(202) 434-1 194 
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From: Debbie Goldman 
Research Economist 

Subject: 

COMMENTS: 

mailto:debbie@cwa-union.org

